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Press release
Louvre Abu Dhabi Appoints its First Scientific, Curatorial & Collections Management Director 
[bookmark: _GoBack][bookmark: _Hlk503966239]Abu Dhabi, 22 February: Louvre Abu Dhabi announced today the appointment of Dr. Souraya Noujaim as its first Scientific, Curatorial and Collections Management Director. Dr. Noujaim has been working on the Louvre Abu Dhabi project as Curator for Islamic Art at Agence France-Muséums over the past four years and headed the museum’s section dedicated to medieval times, based in Abu Dhabi for the majority of her tenure. In her new role she will oversee the scientific, curatorial and the museum collection management services. 

His Excellency Mohamed Khalifa Al Mubarak, Chairman of the Department of Culture and Tourism – Abu Dhabi, praised Dr. Noujaim, saying: “She has consistently brought passion and dedication to her work on the Louvre Abu Dhabi project. Souraya was nominated based on the intergovernmental agreement between the Government of Abu Dhabi and France and we are now delighted to appoint her to this fundamental role, in which she will continue to contribute significantly to Louvre Abu Dhabi’s vision as a universal museum.”

Manuel Rabaté, Director of Louvre Abu Dhabi, said: “The Scientific, Curatorial & Collections Management Department plays a vital role in our core mission: it is primarily responsible for assembling and helping visitors understand their path through the museum, organised around central themes of humanity. The path is illustrated by Louvre Abu Dhabi’s rich collection of masterpieces and artefacts, which originated from across the world. Souraya Noujaim has been instrumental not only during Louvre Abu Dhabi’s path to the opening but also for the conception of the scientific and cultural project. We are confident that she will also contribute substantially to the museum’s future success.”

Jean-Luc Martinez, President-Director of Musée du Louvre, commented: “Over more than four years, within the Agence France-Muséums scientific team, during the prefiguration phase of Louvre Abu Dhabi, Souraya Noujaim has constantly demonstrated her commitment to the project as a whole and, in particular, for the conception of the museum galleries she was in charge of. She has an in-depth knowledge of the challenges inherent to the recent creation of the first universal museum in the Arab world. That’s also a choice driven by continuity and mutual trust between the French and Emirati parties in order to enable Louvre Abu Dhabi to excel globally in the scientific field.” 
Dr. Noujaim’s appointment underscores the museum’s commitment to building an exemplary scholarly team to manage its distinguished and growing collection and presentations of artworks in its galleries and includes working in close collaboration with the teams of Agence France-Muséums.
The museum’s expanding collection of exceptional treasures now comprises more than 620 important artworks and artefacts spanning human history around the world, from ancient archaeological finds to decorative arts, neoclassical sculptures, paintings by modern masters, and contemporary installations. 
About Souraya Noujaim
Souraya Noujaim began her career at Musée du Louvre and has since worked for major cultural institutions. As part of the “Grand Louvre” project, she took part in the opening of the first Islamic Art Department rooms of Musée du Louvre and in landmark exhibitions at Musée du Louvre and Grand Palais. She later worked for the British Museum to participate in the study of the collection of weights and measures in the Arabic section of the Department of Coins and Medals. She has taught at the École du Louvre for several years where in 2013 she held the Islamic Art History chair. Dr. Noujaim has organised numerous educational and cultural outreach programmes at Musée du Louvre and Institut du Monde Arabe (IMA). She is notably the author of the “Catalogue raisonné de la collection d’estampilles, poids forts et autres disques en verre du Musée du Louvre” (RMN) and she regularly speaks in colloquia and symposia. 
Souraya Noujaim holds a Ph.D. in Islamic Art History and Archaeology, with a degree in Museum studies and postgraduate research diplomas from École du Louvre and Paris-Sorbonne University. She has also studied Arab Islamic civilisation at the INALCO. She wrote her doctoral thesis on the poems of the Nasrid palaces of the Alhambra.

At Louvre Abu Dhabi, Dr. Noujaim coordinated the Scientific and Cultural Programme under the direction of Jean-François Charnier for the section of the museum exploring medieval times and was the lead curator specialising in Islamic art for the entire narrative and the mediation tools. Her expertise was fundamental to major Islamic acquisitions for Louvre Abu Dhabi’s collection, including the Page of the “Blue Quran” made of gold on parchment from North Africa in about 900 CE, the bronze”Mari-Cha” lion from Spain or Southern Italy dating to 1000–1200 CE, the Turban helmet dating to 1450–1500 CE, and the Turkish Ushak carpet with medallions from 1480. She oversaw the restoration of the Ottoman octagonal fountain and its flooring from the Louvre Abu Dhabi collection. 
-END-

Notes to editors: 
Follow Louvre Abu Dhabi on social media: Facebook (Louvre Abu Dhabi), Twitter (@LouvreAbuDhabi) and Instagram (@LouvreAbuDhabi) #LouvreAbuDhabi

ABOUT LOUVRE ABU DHABI
Louvre Abu Dhabi is a universal museum on Saadiyat Island that exhibits art and artefacts from ancient times to the present day. Designed by French architect Jean Nouvel, the museum contains 12 chapters in the galleries, special exhibition spaces, a Children’s Museum, auditorium, restaurants, retail and a research centre. Surrounded by the sea, the buildings are connected by waterfront promenades beneath the museum’s stunning dome. 
Louvre Abu Dhabi has developed a rich collection of works originating from throughout human history and around the world, brought together to highlight universal themes and influences. To date, Louvre Abu Dhabi has acquired more than 600 artworks, exhibited alongside 300 works on loan from 13 leading French institutions.

Louvre Abu Dhabi was born out of a unique intergovernmental agreement between the governments of Abu Dhabi and France in 2007. As part of the agreement, Louvre Abu Dhabi has access to expertise and training from 17 French partner institutions, as well as loans from 13 leading French museums for 10 years, and will benefit from special exhibitions organised by these institutions for 15 years.

ABOUT AGENCE FRANCE-MUSÉUMS
Created in 2007 following the intergovernmental agreement between Abu Dhabi and France, Agence France-Muséums has been for 10 years a key link between France and the UAE in the accomplishment of the Louvre Abu Dhabi. 

By gathering for the first time the collections and the expertise of the French cultural institutions involved, AFM has provided since its creation assistance and expertise to the authorities of the United Arab Emirates in the following areas: definition of the scientific and cultural programme, assistance in project management for architecture including museography, signage and multimedia projects, coordination of the loans from French collections and organization of temporary exhibitions, guidance with the creation of a permanent collection, and support with the museum’s policy on visitors.

AFM now continues its missions for Louvre Abu Dhabi after its opening with the training of the museum’s professionals, the coordination of loans from French museums for 10 years and the organisation of temporary exhibitions for 15 years.

Chaired since its creation by Marc Ladreit de Lacharrière, UNESCO Goodwill Ambassador, it brings together the Louvre Abu Dhabi partner institutions: the musée du Louvre, the Centre Pompidou, the musée d’Orsay and musée de l’Orangerie, the Bibliothèque nationale de France, the musée du quai Branly-Jacques Chirac, the Réunion des Musées Nationaux et du Grand Palais (RMNGP), the Château de Versailles, the musée national des arts asiatiques-Guimet, the musée de Cluny, the École du Louvre, the musée Rodin, the Domaine National de Chambord, the MAD (Musée des Arts Décoratifs), the Cité de la Céramique – Sèvres & Limoges, the musée d’Archéologie nationale – Saint-Germain en Laye, the Château de Fontainebleau, and OPPIC (Opérateur du patrimoine et des projets immobiliers de la culture). Jean-Luc Martinez chairs the Scientific Council of AFM. Anne Mény-Horn is the CEO of Agence France-Muséums. 

ABOUT SAADIYAT CULTURAL DISTRICT
Saadiyat Cultural District on Saadiyat Island, Abu Dhabi, is devoted to culture and the arts. An ambitious cultural undertaking for the 21st century, it will be a nucleus for global culture, attracting local, regional and international guests with unique exhibitions, permanent collections, productions and performances. Its ground-breaking buildings will form a historical statement of the finest 21st century architecture; Zayed National Museum, Louvre Abu Dhabi and Guggenheim Abu Dhabi. These museums will complement and collaborate with local and regional arts and cultural institutions including universities and research centres.

ABOUT THE DEPARTMENT OF CULTURE AND TOURISM – ABU DHABI
The Department of Culture and Tourism – Abu Dhabi conserves and promotes the heritage and culture of Abu Dhabi emirate and leverages them in the development of a world-class, sustainable destination of distinction that enriches the lives of visitors and residents alike.  The Department manages the emirate’s tourism sector and markets the destination internationally through a wide range of activities aimed at attracting visitors and investment.  Its policies, plans and programmes relate to the preservation of heritage and culture, including protecting archaeological and historical sites and to developing museums, including the Louvre Abu Dhabi, the Zayed National Museum and the Guggenheim Abu Dhabi.  The Department of Culture and Tourism supports intellectual and artistic activities and cultural events to nurture a rich cultural environment and honour the emirate’s heritage.  A key role played by the Department is to create synergy in the destination’s development through close co-ordination with its wide-ranging stakeholder base.   

ABOUT MUSÉE DU LOUVRE
The Louvre in Paris opened in 1793, during the French Revolution, and from the very beginning was intended to provide inspiration for contemporary art. Courbet, Picasso, Dalí and so many others came to its hallowed halls to admire the old masters, copy them, immerse themselves in masterpieces and improve and fuel their own art. As an ancient royal residence, the Louvre is inextricably linked to eight centuries of French history. As a universal museum, its collections, among the best in the world, span many millennia and miles, from the Americas to Asia. Over 38,000 artworks are grouped into eight curatorial departments, including universally-admired works such as the Mona Lisa, the Winged Victory of Samothrace and the Venus de Milo. With 8.1 million guests in 2017, the Louvre is the most visited museum in the world.
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