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Pioneering Modernism: Ibrahim El-Salahi in conversation 
Date: 18 April 
Time: 7pm
Duration: 60 minutes
Location: Auditorium, Louvre Abu Dhabi 

Born in Omdurman, Sudan in 1930, Ibrahim El-Salahi is one of the forefathers of modern art in Sudan and a key contributor to African modernism. He was a founding member of the Khartoum School in 1960, which sought to foster an arts practice that responded to the specific cultural heritage of Sudan as the country emerged from decades of colonial control, gaining independence in 1956. His training in Sudan and the United Kingdom, coupled with studies and travel abroad, provided a transcultural framework for the development of his distinctive oeuvre, which integrates geometries, Islamic motifs, calligraphic forms, and imagery drawn from both African and Western art. In this programme El-Salahi and Maisa Al Qassimi, Programmes Manager of Guggenheim Abu Dhabi at the Department of Culture and Tourism – Abu Dhabi, will take Untitled (1964), which is part of Guggenheim Abu Dhabi’s collection and currently on view in Louvre Abu Dhabi’s Museum Galleries, as a point of departure for a conversation highlighting the artist’s defining contributions to the history of art as well as his current practice.









Biographies
Ibrahim El-Salahi 
Artist 
A forefather of modern art in Sudan and key contributor to African modernism, Ibrahim El-Salahi was born in 1930 in Omdurman, Sudan and studied at the School of Design at Gordon Memorial College (now University of Khartoum), Khartoum (1948–51) and the Slade School of Art and Royal College of Art, London (1954–57). A year after Sudan gained its independence from British colonial rule in 1956, El-Salahi was amongst the founders of the Khartoum School, whose members advocated for forging a Sudanese aesthetic and identity that was at once innovative yet anchored on local traditions and Islamic motifs, most importantly calligraphy. In his paintings and drawings, El-Salahi combines letters of the Arabic alphabet and geometric and linear forms with figural, natural, and masklike elements, creating a dialogue between the nonfigurative of Islamic art and the figurative of Western art. Since the 1960s El-Salahi’s work has been featured in solo and group exhibitions internationally and is included in the collections of major museums including the British Museum in London; Guggenheim Abu Dhabi’s exhibitions; Metropolitan Museum of Art in New York; Museum of Modern Art in New York; National Gallery of Victoria in Sydney; and Neue Nationalgalerie in Berlin. The artist currently lives and works in Oxford, United Kingdom.


Maisa Al Qassimi 
Programmes Manager of Guggenheim Abu Dhabi, 
Department of Culture and Tourism – Abu Dhabi 
[bookmark: _GoBack]She is a member of the curatorial team responsible for defining the curatorial vision for the future Guggenheim Abu Dhabi, building its collection, art commissions, organising exhibitions, conducting scholarly research, and realising public programs and publications. She co-curated the most recent Guggenheim Abu Dhabi exhibition The Creative Act: Performance, Process, Presence in 2017, and the fourth edition of Emirati Expressions: Convention of Arts in 2016, Seeing Through Light: Selections from the Guggenheim Abu Dhabi Collection exhibition, in 2014, and Emirati Expressions: Realised in 2013. She has been involved in the growth of the Arts community within the UAE, and was previously an independent curator.
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