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[bookmark: _GoBack]Press release
Louvre Abu Dhabi celebrates one-year anniversary 
	and over one million visitors	

Since opening on 11 November 2017, the museum has presented four international exhibitions, launched the world’s first roadside gallery and championed the next generation of Emirati cultural leaders
The architectural icon celebrates its anniversary with a vibrant programme welcoming local communities and visitors from around the world
Abu Dhabi, 10 November 2018: Today, Louvre Abu Dhabi announced that it welcomed more than one million visitors in its first year, establishing itself as one of the leading cultural institutions on the global stage. 
HE Mohamed Khalifa Al Mubarak, Chairman, Department of Culture and Tourism – Abu Dhabi (DCT Abu Dhabi), said: “One year ago we spoke about Louvre Abu Dhabi as Abu Dhabi’s gift to the world – and today we are proud to have shared it with more than one million visitors already. Louvre Abu Dhabi has become an icon and a favourite destination in Abu Dhabi both for our local communities and visitors to the city. Our strong collaboration with our French and regional partners supports the museum’s mission to tell universal stories and we thank them. Yet our greatest success, 10 years in the making, is the next generation of Emirati museum professionals who are trained to the highest standard in the cultural sector and are leaders in their field.”
“Louvre Abu Dhabi’s vision is to celebrate cross-cultural connections that transcend geographies and civilisations, to see humanity in a new light. The diversity of Louvre Abu Dhabi’s audiences not only reflects Abu Dhabi’s multicultural society, but also illustrates how its ambition and universal narrative, which aim to create bridges between cultures and nurture dialogue between communities, appeal to many, from seasoned art enthusiasts to younger audiences and families.”
UAE residents have rapidly adopted the museum and made it a favourite destination to gather with family and friends. They represent 40% of the museum’s total number of visitors. Emirati nationals are in the top two nationalities of residents who visited the museum and is the top nationality of repeat visitors. The museum has 5,000 members to its loyalty programme (Art Club).
Louvre Abu Dhabi has also become a global magnet for international visitors who account for 60% of visits. The museum is driving tourism to the Emirate and visitors comes from all parts of the globe, including the Middle East, Europe and Asia, with France, Germany, China, UK, the US, India and GCC being the top visitors. Overall, India is the top nationality of visitors, including Indian tourists and UAE residents.
The museum has hosted more than 1,000 school trips, 5,000 guided tours, workshops and masterclasses, and programmed 115 special events from Bait Al Oud performances to talks, film screenings and concerts with more than 400 artists from 22 countries including a major show by British pop star Dua Lipa to celebrate its one-year anniversary on 11 November. The Manga Lab, a special space to experience contemporary Japanese culture, has been popular with teenagers and young adults and is open until 5 January 2019.
47% of the museum’s staff members are Emirati and a strong group of talented up and coming Emirati curators are working on the collection and in the permanent galleries, as well as in the education and mediation teams.
Manuel Rabaté, Director of Louvre Abu Dhabi, said: “From the beginning, this project has embodied Abu Dhabi’s bold vision and we have endeavoured to offer experiences that celebrate human creativity in our galleries and programmes. Not only are we privileged to gather such treasures under our iconic dome on Saadiyat island, but we are also thrilled that so many visitors came to discover our universal narrative this year. On one hand, we have access to some of the most incredible collections and benefit from collaborating with some of the world’s most qualified museum experts. On the other, being a young museum in this region empowers us to be experimental and encourages us to be agile to appeal to our incredibly diverse audiences. Before the opening, we were often asked if there was an appetite for museums in Abu Dhabi and the amazing response we’ve had in our first year is proving that there is.  We look forward to welcoming many more visitors in the exciting years to come.”
Since its opening on 11 November 2017, in partnership with French museum partners and as part of its first season “A World of Exchanges”, Louvre Abu Dhabi has presented four international exhibitions: From One Louvre to Another: Opening a museum for Everyone, Globes: Visions of the World, Japanese Connections: The Birth of Modern Décor and Roads of Arabia: Archaeological Treasures of Saudi Arabia; as well as CO-LAB, an exhibition showcasing new commissions by UAE-based artists in collaboration with French manufacturers. The museum also presented family-friendly exhibitions in its Children’s Museum, Traveling Shapes and Colours, and the recently launched Animals: Between Real and Imaginary.
This autumn, Louvre Abu Dhabi unveiled 11 new world-class acquisitions in its permanent galleries, alongside new significant loans from 13 French partner institutions as well as regional and international museums. As part of this year’s first large-scale loan rotation, and in partnership with French museum partners, the museum curated a major rehang of its modern and contemporary art galleries, updated its displays, and showcased approximately 40 new incredible masterpieces for all visitors to discover and explore in the forthcoming year. Some major loans, including Leonardo da Vinci’s La Belle Ferronnière from Musée du Louvre and Whistler’s Portrait of the Artist’s Mother from Musée d’Orsay will stay in Abu Dhabi for another year, totalling 300 loans on display.

[bookmark: _Hlk529287825]Jean-Luc Martinez, President-Director of Musée du Louvre, and President of the Scientific Council of Agence France-Muséums said: “One year ago, Louvre Abu Dhabi, which some described as the most beautiful museum in the world, opened. Today, I pay tribute to an undeniable success: the museum appeals to and charms audiences. The exceptional collaboration between the French museum partners and our colleagues in the UAE is at the heart of this success, not only thanks to the quality of the 300 loans exhibited alongside an already rich Emirati collection but also due to the ambition of the exhibitions of international quality organised successively in partnership with French museums. More than ever, our collaboration continues, and I invite those who have not yet come to the Louvre Abu Dhabi to come and experience the beauty of its exceptional architecture, admire the French loans, newly installed for the second year, explore Louvre Abu Dhabi’s new acquisitions and discover the exhibitions our teams curate together.”

In February 2018, Louvre Abu Dhabi successfully launched the award-winning Highway Gallery, the world’s first roadside gallery, spanning 100 km of the Dubai-Abu Dhabi highway, and inviting commuters and visitors to tune in to local radio stations to listen to a curator’s presentation on each work displayed on billboards. 
During its anniversary weekend, Louvre Abu Dhabi is hosting a two-day symposium, Worlds in a Museum, in collaboration with École du Louvre, addressing the topic of museums in a globalised world. The symposium brings together leaders in the field to discuss contemporary museography, as well as the challenges and opportunities for museums in a new globalised world.  The symposium explores the DNA of Louvre Abu Dhabi as the first universal museum in the Arab world and a new member of the international museum community. Speakers include HE Shaikha Mai bint Mohamed Al Khalifa, Minister of Culture in Bahrain; HE Mohamed Khalifa Al Mubarak, Chairman of the Department of Culture & Tourism – Abu Dhabi; Jean-Luc Martinez, President-Director of musée du Louvre; Henry Kim, CEO of Aga Khan Museum; François-René Martin, Head of the Research team at École du Louvre; Hartwig Fischer, Director of the British Museum; and James Cuno, President and CEO of J. Paul Getty Trust. 
This winter, visitors are invited to join the museum’s Rain of Light Festival (11 – 15 December 2018), a performing arts festival celebrating Louvre Abu Dhabi’s first season, A World of Exchanges. Next year, two flagship international exhibitions will be presented: Rembrandt and the Dutch Golden Age: Masterpieces of the Leiden Collection and the Musée du Louvre (14 February – 18 May 2019) and the photography show Opening the Album of the World, Photographs 1842-1896, in partnership with Musée du quai Branly – Jacques Chirac (25 April – 13 July 2019).

For its next season, Changing Societies, Louvre Abu Dhabi will present four international exhibitions and a new exhibition in the Children’s Museum. Please note all below working titles are subject to change.
· School of Paris (1900-1940), in partnership with Centre Pompidou, 12 September – 7 December 2019. The exhibition depicts the incredible dynamism and cosmopolitism of Paris in the first half of the 20th Century, and the encounters of many foreign artists in the city nicknamed “Capital of the Arts”.

· The Thousand faces of Luxury, in partnership with Musée des Arts Décoratifs, Paris, 31 October 2019-15 February 2020.  The exhibition will take visitors on a historical journey through luxury in the arts and society from Antiquity to the present days. 


· [bookmark: _Hlk529124999][bookmark: _Hlk529125095]Chivalry and Furusiyya, in partnership with Musée national du Moyen-Âge de Cluny, February-May 2020. Visitors will be able to immerse themselves in medieval chivalric culture, both in Islamic territories and the Occident, though literature, music and the arts.  

· Charlie Chaplin. Cinema & Avant-garde, in partnership with Musée des Beaux-Arts de Nantes, April-July 2020. The exhibition presents the work of Charlie Chaplin, a first international star in cinema history and a key artist in the establishment of the “seventh art”, not as a monograph but as a dialogue with the arts and concepts of that period.

Louvre Abu Dhabi is open: Saturday, Sunday, Tuesday, and Wednesday, 10 am–8 pm; Thursday and Friday, 10 am–10 pm. The museum is closed on Mondays. 
[bookmark: _Hlk528608356]
-END-
2018-2019 season. A World of Exchanges
Japanese Connections: The Birth of Modern Décor, 6 September – extended until 8 December to due to popular demand 

Curated by Isabelle Cahn, General Curator of Paintings at Paris’s Musée d’Orsay, the exhibition traces the influence of the iconic Japanese Ukiyo-e aesthetic on modern French decorative artists, through a presentation of more than 40 prints, paintings and screens including French group, the Nabis, and five Japanese Ukiyo-e masters from the 19th and 20th centuries. To coincide with the exhibition, The Manga Lab, a special space for teenagers and young adults to explore Japanese youth culture, will be open until 5 January 2019 in Louvre Abu Dhabi’s forum. Young audiences are invited to participate in a variety of entertaining experiences, including virtual reality, retro arcade gaming, an expression wall, a chill-out reading area, and a series of masterclasses and workshops exploring the art of Manga and graphic comics.

Children’s Museum exhibition Animals: Between Real and Imaginary, 6 September – July 2019
Animals: Between Real and Imaginary explores how animals have been represented creatively throughout art history from all eras and regions. Visitors will be introduced to a variety of materials and techniques used by the artists to represent both real and imaginary animals. A workshop titled “Animal Footprints” will run from 16 September 2018 to 30 June 2019, and allow children to follow the footprints of the animals included in the exhibition and discover their meaning and the power of their representation in art.
Roads of Arabia: Archeological Treasures from Saudi Arabia, 8 November 2018 – 16 February 2019
Roads of Arabia: Archaeological Treasures of Saudi Arabia explores the rich history of the Arabian Peninsula through archaeological and cultural artefacts, including a selection of rare pieces from the United Arab Emirates exhibited for the first time. The exhibition was conceived through cooperation between SCTH and the Musée du Louvre in Paris, where it was first presented in 2010. It is has received critical acclaim internationally and introduced Arabia's cultural and historical heritage to over five million visitors worldwide. 

Rain of Light Festival, 11 – 15 December 2018 

The Rain of Light performing arts festival will celebrate Louvre Abu Dhabi’s first season theme, A World of Exchange. Audiences will be invited to explore the museum’s iconic architecture and embrace diverse forms of expression and art forms including concerts, ballet, street dance battles, circus, street art performances, and traditional music. The festival intends to create a dialogue for all to experience different world cultures and heritage. This metaphorical route into cultures will be a true experience, taking visitors on an initiatory journey in most of the museum’s spaces.

Rembrandt and the Dutch Golden Age: Masterpieces of the Leiden Collection and the Musée du Louvre, 14 February – 18 May 2019
This exhibition will celebrate one of art history’s most acclaimed and well-loved Old Masters. Rembrandt and the Dutch Golden Age: Masterpieces of the Leiden Collection and the Musée du Louvre is devoted to the Dutch masters and the period during which the Netherlands experienced unprecedented prosperity and brilliance. The show will stage the finest pieces at the core of one of the most important private collections in the field, the Leiden Collection, which is based in New York. The public will also be able to discover a selection from the Louvre’s choicest Dutch holdings, in conversation with the Leiden pieces. This exhibition is created for the first time and aims at highlighting Dutch culture through the examining of its halcyon days. 

Opening the Album of the World. Photographs (1842-1896), in partnership with Musée du quai Branly – Jacques Chirac, 25 April – 13 July 2019
Photography was invented in August 1839 and travelled rapidly from Europe across the world in the hands of geographic, scientific, diplomatic, colonial and military missions. Opening the Album of the World will trace the impact of this new technology on societies’ understanding of the world beyond their own borders, drawing on early photographs from the collections of the Musée du quai Branly - Jacques Chirac. It will particularly highlight the work of photographers from Africa, Asia, the Middle East and the Americas who adopted photography as a method to chronicle their own communities and cultural experiences.

Visitor Information

For more information on the celebration week, to buy tickets or register for events, please visit www.louvreabudhabi.ae or call Louvre Abu Dhabi at +971 600 56 55 66. 

All children under the age of 13, enter the museum for free.
Entrance to all exhibitions is free as part of the museum ticket. 
Louvre Abu Dhabi hours are: Saturday, Sunday, Tuesday, and Wednesday, 10 am–8 pm; Thursday and Friday, 10 am–10 pm. The museum is closed on Mondays. 

Last entries and ticket purchases end 30 minutes prior to closing. Special visitor hours will be in effect during some holidays and Ramadan.

General admission tickets are 60 AED (excluding 5% VAT). Tickets are 30 AED (excluding 5% VAT) for visitors ages 13-22, UAE education professionals, and members of the military. 

Admission is free for members of the museum’s loyalty programme, children under the age of 13, ICOM or ICOMOS members, journalists and visitors with special needs and their companions.

Notes to editors: 
Follow Louvre Abu Dhabi on social media: Facebook (Louvre Abu Dhabi), Twitter (@LouvreAbuDhabi) and Instagram (@LouvreAbuDhabi) #LouvreAbuDhabi

ABOUT LOUVRE ABU DHABI
Created by an exceptional agreement between the governments of Abu Dhabi and France, Louvre Abu Dhabi was designed by Jean Nouvel and opened on Saadiyat Island in November 2017. The museum is inspired by traditional Islamic architecture and its monumental dome creates a rain of light effect and a unique social space that brings people together.
 
Louvre Abu Dhabi celebrates the universal creativity of mankind and invites audiences to see humanity in a new light.  Through its innovative curatorial approach, the museum focuses on building understanding across cultures: through stories of human creativity that transcend civilisations, geographies and times.
 
The museum’s growing collection is unparalleled in the region and spans thousands of years of human history, including prehistoric tools, artefacts, religious texts, iconic paintings and contemporary artworks. The permanent collection is supplemented by rotating loans from 13 French partner institutions, regional and international museums.
 
Louvre Abu Dhabi is a testing ground for new ideas in a globalised world and champions new generations of cultural leaders. Its international exhibitions, programming and Children’s Museum are inclusive platforms that connect communities and offer enjoyment for all.

ABOUT AGENCE FRANCE-MUSÉUMS
Created in 2007 following the intergovernmental agreement between Abu Dhabi and France, Agence France-Muséums has been for 10 years a key link between France and the UAE in the accomplishment of the Louvre Abu Dhabi.
 
By gathering for the first time the collections and the expertise of the French cultural institutions involved, AFM has provided since its creation assistance and expertise to the authorities of the United Arab Emirates in the following areas: definition of the scientific and cultural programme, assistance in project management for architecture including museography, signage and multimedia projects, coordination of the loans from French collections and organization of temporary exhibitions, guidance with the creation of a permanent collection, and support with the museum’s policy on visitors.

AFM now continues its missions for Louvre Abu Dhabi after its opening with the training of the museum’s professionals, the coordination of loans from French museums for 10 years and the organisation of temporary exhibitions for 15 years.

Agence France-Muséums brings together the Louvre Abu Dhabi partner institutions: Musée du Louvre, Centre Pompidou, Musées d’Orsay et de l’Orangerie, Bibliothèque nationale de France, Musée du quai Branly-Jacques Chirac, Réunion des Musées Nationaux et du Grand Palais (RMN-GP), Château de Versailles, Musée national des arts asiatiques-Guimet, Musée de Cluny – musée national du Moyen-Âge, École du Louvre, Musée Rodin, Domaine National de Chambord, Musée des Arts Décoratifs (MAD), Cité de la Céramique – Sèvres & Limoges, Musée d’Archéologie nationale – Saint-Germain en Laye, Château de Fontainebleau, and OPPIC (Opérateur du patrimoine et des projets immobiliers de la culture). 

ABOUT SAADIYAT CULTURAL DISTRICT
Saadiyat Cultural District on Saadiyat Island, Abu Dhabi, is devoted to culture and the arts. An ambitious cultural undertaking for the 21st century, it will be a nucleus for global culture, attracting local, regional and international guests with unique exhibitions, permanent collections, productions and performances. Its groundbreaking buildings will form a historical statement of the finest 21st century architecture; Zayed National Museum, Louvre Abu Dhabi and Guggenheim Abu Dhabi. These museums will complement and collaborate with local and regional arts and cultural institutions including universities and research centres.

ABOUT THE DEPARTMENT OF CULTURE AND TOURISM – ABU DHABI
The Department of Culture and Tourism – Abu Dhabi conserves and promotes the heritage and culture of Abu Dhabi emirate and leverages them in the development of a world-class, sustainable destination of distinction that enriches the lives of visitors and residents alike.  The Department manages the emirate’s tourism sector and markets the destination internationally through a wide range of activities aimed at attracting visitors and investment.  Its policies, plans and programmes relate to the preservation of heritage and culture, including protecting archaeological and historical sites and to developing museums, including the Louvre Abu Dhabi, the Zayed National Museum and the Guggenheim Abu Dhabi.  The Department of Culture and Tourism supports intellectual and artistic activities and cultural events to nurture a rich cultural environment and honour the emirate’s heritage.  A key role played by the Department is to create synergy in the destination’s development through close co-ordination with its wide-ranging stakeholder base.   

ABOUT MUSÉE DU LOUVRE
The Louvre in Paris opened in 1793, during the French Revolution, and from the very beginning was intended to provide inspiration for contemporary art. Courbet, Picasso, Dalí and so many others came to its hallowed halls to admire the old masters, copy them, immerse themselves in masterpieces and improve and fuel their own art. As an ancient royal residence, the Louvre is inextricably linked to eight centuries of French history. As a universal museum, its collections, among the best in the world, span many millennia and miles, from the Americas to Asia. Over 38,000 artworks are grouped into eight curatorial departments, including universally-admired works such as the Mona Lisa, the Winged Victory of Samothrace and the Venus de Milo. With 8.1 million guests in 2017, the Louvre is the most visited museum in the world.
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