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The contrast betw
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bolizes the divine light spread by  the w
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od throughout the universe.
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ord 
of G

od throughout the universe.
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Contact betw
een A

rab calligraphy 
and the Indian tradition of stone 
sculpture produced som

e of the 
m

ost m
onum

ental decorations in 
Islam

ic art.
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These carpets w
ere also greatly prized by 

royals from
 around Europe like H

enry the 8th 
of England. H

e had m
ore than five w

hich 
appeared in different portraits of him

self.
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The detailed decoration on this tile w
ith 

sm
all leaves and tw

isting patterns becam
e 

know
n in Europe as arabesques.
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In Syria m
ore than anyw

here else 
in the Islam

ic w
orld, inner 

courtyards w
ere the central point 

of houses and palaces w
ith the 

room
s extending off them

.
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